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Introduction to the Annotated Book

Scriptural Allusions

In response to Overture 01-58, the 214th General Assembly (2002) took action to supplement the
Book of Order with an index of scriptural allusions in the Form of Government. A list of the
scriptural allusions can be found at the end of The Form of Government. Scriptural allusions are
indicated by the addition of alphabetical super-scripts so that by clicking on an alphabetical
notation, the scriptural allusion will appear, as seen below:

F-1.0201 The Authority of Christ
Almighty God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set him above all
rule and authority, has given to him all power in heaven and on earth, not only in

this age but also in the age to come. & God has put all things under the Lordship of

Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his body.b The
Church’s life and mission are a joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and
work.

Annotations

The pattern for annotated entries provides information about all changes and interpretations
which have been made since 1983. Entries are made in small type following the paragraph to
which they are related. Annotation categories, listed in chronological order within category, are:

Amend Proposed: Amendments approved by the General Assembly that have been sent to the presbyteries
for their affirmative or negative votes. The text of amendments being sent to presbyteries for vote is NOT
included in the text of the Annotated Book of Order.

Amend: Requested amendments (by overture or recommendation) approved by the General Assembly and a
majority of the presbyteries. The year indicates General Assembly action to send the proposed change to the
presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes with the amendment becaming effective the year after the
year listed in the annotation. The page locates the advice on the amendment given by the Advisory Committee
on the Constitution; this sometimes provides the rationale for the amendment. To find the final GA action, refer
to the information in red in the jump linked section.

Amend Defeated: An amendment sent to the presbyteries by action of a General Assembly that received fewer
than a majority of the votes of presbyteries.

Amend Rejected or Referred: An amendment (by overture or recommendation) that the General Assembly
itself did not approve to send to the presbyteries to amend the Constitution.

GA: Action taken by General Assembly that approved some form of authoritative interpretation of Constitution,
often at the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on the Constitution, or an action of GA that may be of
historical interest.

GA 2): Refers to the previously noted GA action and is a separate notation stemming from that same interpretation or
action.

PJC: Decisions made by the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission.
PJC 2) Refers to the previously noted PJC case and is a separate notation stemming from that same case.

Previous FoG: Actions of General Assembly and PJC decisions citing the previous Form of Government that
may be of historical interest and may, possibly, inform interpretations of the current Constitution but are not
based upon current The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity or The Form of Government.



Earlier Reference: Calls attention to a relevant action in one of the predecessor churches. If the citation is
underlined, there is a jump link in the electronic edition to the actual wording cited.

PLEASE NOTE: Annotations are kept as short as possible and are only advisory. They are
NOT LIKELY to be direct quotations, unless there are quotation marks around part of an entry.
It is important to consult the actual texts of the PJC decisions or the GA actions as printed in the
Minutes of the General Assembly.

Using Jump Links

This electronic edition of the annotated Book of Order has jump links to the notations that enable
users to connect to the referenced documents. Click the underlined section of the citation to be
linked to the file. To return to the original site, click on the Backtrack arrow on the upper
Toolbar.

Searching the Folio Version of Annotated Book of Order
You may perform a quick search by choosing Query from the Search menu (or press F3). In the
Query dialogue box enter the term you wish to search for and then press OK.

If you search for Book of Order the results will be every instance of each of the three words
If you search for “Book of Order” (in quotes) you will get only those instances where the
three words are together and in that order.

To perform a more advanced search choose Advanced Query from the Search menu (or press
F2). This is where the search power of Folio Views is located. In addition to the quick search
abilities above, you may use wild cards, proximity operators, and much, much more. A couple of
examples:

Search Using Wild Cards:
A search for ordain returns only ordain; a search for ordain* returns ordain,
ordainable, ordained, ordaining, etc.

Proximity Search:
A search for *“social policy”/5 will return all hits where these two words, in that order,
are within five words of each other.
A search for “social policy” @5 will return all hits where these two words, in any order,
are within five words of each other.

Search Results:

When you execute a search by pressing OK, you will be advanced to the first location that the
word or phrase appears. At the very bottom of the screen (under the binoculars icon) you’ll see
the number of times that word or phrase appears. “Hit: 1/138” means you are at the first instance
of the word or phrase, and there are 138 total hits. To advance to the next hit press F4; to return
to previous hit press Shift F4.



You may also perform an advanced search by clicking on the binoculars icon. To clear the most
recent search click on the icon with the red X through the binoculars. Your last search will be in
the box by the binoculars; expand that box to see a listing of your most recent searches; click on
one of those searches to perform it again.

To learn more about the power of Folio Searches, choose Contents from the Help menu and
click on Searching.

Supplementary Materials
The Supplementary Materials section holds a number of files, some of which are the primary
source material to which annotations are linked. These include:

Appendix A: Forms for Judicial Process (Plus Dissent and Protest)

Appendix B: Articles of Agreement PCUS and UPC Reunion

Appendix C: A Formula of Agreement Between the ELCA, PC(USA), RCA & UCC
Appendix D: Visisble Marks of Churches Uniting in Christ

Appendix E: Covenant Relationship Between KPCA and PC(USA)

Historical Summaries Relating to the Constitutions of the Uniting Churches
2009-2011 Book of Order

Former Chapter X1V (Prior to 2007)

Advisory Handbook for Councils for the Development of Policies and Policies and
Procedures Required by FoG

PJC Decisions

Advisory Committee on the Constitution

Citations from Minutes of Predecessor Churches (Earlier References)
Minutes and Documents

Deliverances for Agencies of the General Assembly

Manual of the General Assembly (including the Standing Rules, Guidelines and Policies,
and the Organization for Mission). To open the PDF double click on the Manual cover.



Preface

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as defined in F-3.04 consists of The Book
of Confessions (Part 1) and the Book of Order (Part I1).

The Book of Confessions contains the Nicene Creed, the Apostles” Creed, the Scots Confession,
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Second Helvetic Confession, the Westminster Confession of
Faith, the Shorter Catechism, the Larger Catechism, the Theological Declaration of Barmen, the
Confession of 1967, and A Brief Statement of Faith--Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

The Book of Order contains The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, The Form of Government,
Directory for Worship, and Rules of Discipline.
In this Book of Order

(1) “Shall” and “is to be/are to be” signify practice that is mandated,
(2) “Should” signifies practice that is strongly recommended,

(3) “Is appropriate” signifies practice that is commended as suitable,
(4) “May” signifies practice that is permissible but not required.

(5) “Advisory handbook” signifies a handbook produced by agencies of the General
Assembly to guide synods and presbyteries in procedures related to the oversight of
ministry. Such handbooks suggest procedures that are commended, but not required.

GA (2010, 18, 24-25, Item 07-01, Recommendation 2): Commended to the councils of the church, “Advisory
Handbook for Councils for the Development of Policies and Policies and Procedures Required by the Form of
Government.”

Previous FOG:

Amend (2006, 38-39, Item 05-11 Amendment A. 2. a. (1)): Added category on advisory handbooks; part of
Chapter XIV revision.

Amend (1997, 176, 21.0139, Ovt. 97-36): Transferred to the Preface language which was previously “b” in the
Preface to the Directory for Worship to define use of some terms in the entire Book of Order.

Amend Defeated (2001, 110, 12.026): Definition of advisory handbooks would have been placed here as part
of defeated revision of Chapter X1V of Form of Government.

The proposed amendments to the Form of Government and Rules of Discipline, proposed by the
220th General Assembly (2012) and sent to the presbyteries for vote, are included in this volume
as Amend Proposed (2012 ...) annotations. Amendments were proposed in the following places:



Book of Order | 2012 Minutes page # Book of Order 2012 Minutes page #
G-1.0503 26, 27,591 D-3.0101b(2) 26, 28, 612
G-2.0104a 52,53, 678 D-5.0101 20, 23, 341
G-3.0104 and G- 26, 28, 614 D-5.0106 20, 23, 341
3.0305
G-3.0109a 20, 23, 341 D-5.0203 20, 23, 341
G-3.0109b(6) 20, 23, 341 D-5.0206 20, 23, 341
G-3.0301 26, 578 D-6.0101 20, 23, 341
G-3.0302d 69, 72, 241 D-6.0202a(6) 20, 23, 341
G-3.0404 20, 23, 341 D-10.0106 26, 27,590
W-4.4002 12,13, 1496 D-10.0202 26, 572

Proposed Amendment to The Book of Confessions

2012 Minutes page #

Heidelberg Catechism

10, 11, 1530

September 2012
Gradye Parsons

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A))




Explanation of the Reference Number System of the Book of Order
The four parts of the Book of Order are abbreviated by the use of capital letters:

F - The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity
G - Form of Government

W - Directory for Worship

D - Rules of Discipline

Each reference in the text begins with the appropriate letter. The numeral appearing after the
letter, and to the left of the decimal, indicates the chapter number. There are four numerals to the
right of the decimal. The first two indicate the number of a section. The second two indicate the
number of the subsection.

Each page of the printed Book of Order is noted in numerals preceded by the proper letter to
identify the material that appears on it. [This is not the case in the Annotated Edition of the
Book of Order.] For example, in the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, the first page of Chapter
One bears the notation:

G-1.01-F-1.02
F-1.0201-1.0202

This indicates that Chapter One of the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity begins here and the
page includes sections 1.01 and 1.02 with two subsections: 1.0201 and 1.0202.

The chapters and sections of the Book of Order are so notated that it is possible for chapters and
sections to be added by amendment without changing any of the present notations.

This notation makes it possible for citations to the Book of Order in minutes, reports, and
correspondence to remain the same from year to year in English, Korean, Spanish and Braille
editions.

The words “[This section was stricken by...]” have been used in a few places to avoid
renumbering, which would confuse citations to the Book of Order.
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The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity

Amend (2010, 18-24, 485, Item 07-01): Foundations of Presbyterian Polity replaced previous FOG Chapters 1-
4; became effective July 10, 2011.

GA (2012, 68-69, 1527, Item 08-01): A number of specific constitutional authoritative interpretations are no
longer retained because the language on which they were based is no longer in Foundations of Presbyterian
Polity or is contradicted by new language.

Chapter One - The Mission of the Church®

F-1.01 God’s Mission

The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—~Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—creates,
redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all people. This one living God, the
Scriptures say, liberated the people of Israel from oppression and covenanted to be their God. By
the power of the Spirit, this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ, who came to live in the
world, die for the world, and be raised again to new life. The Gospel of Jesus Christ announces
the nearness of God’s kingdom, bringing good news to all who are impoverished, sight to all
who are blind, freedom to all who are oppressed, and proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all
creation.

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. In
Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity
by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God
at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ. Human beings have no higher
goal in life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant fellowship with
God and participating in God’s mission.

Amend Rejected (2012, 26, 571, Item 06-01): Rejected replacing F-1.01 with wording from the former G-
3.0100.

F-1.02 Jesus Christ Is Head of the Church
F-1.0201  The Authority of Christ

Almighty God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and authority,
has given to him all power in heaven and on earth, not only in this age but also in the age to

come. @ God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of



the Church, which is his body.b The Church’s life and mission are a joyful participation in
Christ’s ongoing life and work.

F-1.0202  Christ Calls and Equips the Church

Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission in the world, for
its sanctification, and for its service to God. Christ is present with the Church in both Spirit and
Word. Christ alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he wills.

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (2000, 34, 384, Ovt. 00-21): Rejected request to replace with new language to affirm the role
of Scripture in the life of the PC(USA).

F-1.0203 Christ Gives the Church Its Life

Christ gives to the Church its faith and life, its unity and mission, its order and discipline.
Scripture teaches us of Christ’s will for the Church, which is to be obeyed. In the worship and
service of God and the government of the church, matters are to be ordered according to the
Word by reason and sound judgment, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

PJC (2006, 217-2, 462, Johnston, et.al. v. Heartland Pby): “Our unity in Christ and the relational nature of our
governance require dialogue between and among governing bodies,” thus giving “life to the mutuality and
reciprocity between sessions and presbyteries in furthering the great ends of the Church.”

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (2000, 34, 384, Ovt. 00-21): Rejected request to replace language in with new language to
affirm the role of Scripture in the life of the PC(USA).

F-1.0204  Christ Is the Church’s Hope

In affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that he is its
hope, and that the Church, as Christ’s body, is bound to his authority and thus free to live in the
lively, joyous reality of the grace of God.

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (2000, 34, 384, Ovt. 00-21): Rejected request to replace language in with new language to
affirm the role of Scripture in the life of the PC(USA).

GA (2002, 38, 423, Item 07-01, Ovt 02-2; 38, 425, Item 07-02, Ovt 02-7; 38, 426, Item 07-03, Ovt 02-13; 38,
427, Item 07-04, Ovt 02-17; 38, 429, Item 07-05, Ovt 02-20): Affirmed “Hope in the Lord Jesus Christ” paper
from Theology and Worship.



F-1.0205 Christ Is the Foundation of the Church

In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Christ God reconciles all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of the cross (Col. 1:19-20). In
Christ’s name, therefore, the Church is sent out to bear witness to the good news of
reconciliation with God, with others, and with all creation. In Christ the Church receives its truth
and appeal, its holiness, and its unity.

F-1.03 The Calling of the Church

F-1.0301 The Church Is the Body of Christ

The Church is the body of Christ ©. Christ gives to the Church all the gifts necessary to be his
body. The Church strives to demonstrate these gifts in its life as a community in the world (1
Cor. 12:27-28):

The Church is to be a community of faith, entrusting itself to God alone, even at the risk of
losing its life.

The Church is to be a community of hope, rejoicing in the sure and certain knowledge that, in
Christ, God is making a new creation. This new creation is a new beginning for human life
and for all things. The Church lives in the present on the strength of that promised new
creation.

The Church is to be a community of love, where sin is forgiven, reconciliation is
accomplished, and the dividing walls of hostility are torn down.

The Church is to be a community of witness, pointing beyond itself through word and work
to the good news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus its Lord.

F-1.0302 The Marks of the Church?

With all Christians of the Church catholic, we affirm that the Church is “one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic.”

a. The Unity of the Church

Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. Just as God is one God and Jesus Christ is our
one Savior, so the Church is one because it belongs to its one Lord, Jesus Christ. The Church
seeks to include all people and is never content to enjoy the benefits of Christian community for
itself alone. There is one Church, for there is one Spirit, one hope, “one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5-6).
Because in Christ the Church is one, it strives to be one. To be one with Christ is to be joined
with all those whom Christ calls into relationship with him. To be thus joined with one another is
to become priests for one another, praying for the world and for one another and sharing the
various gifts God has given to each Christian for the benefit of the whole community. Division
into different denominations obscures but does not destroy unity in Christ. The Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)), affirming its historical continuity with the whole Church of Jesus Christ, is
committed to the reduction of that obscurity, and is willing to seek and to deepen communion

with all other churches within the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church d



Previous FoG:

GA (1993, 77, 339, 21.173, Ovt. 92-32): Rejected request for GA to encourage gay and lesbian members to
leave the PC(USA); in tone and in content it is not compatible with current church policy, and does not affirm
the “visible oneness”.

b. The Holiness of the Church

Holiness is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. Through the love of Christ, by the power of
the Spirit, God takes away the sin of the world. The holiness of the Church comes from Christ
who sets it apart to bear witness to his love, and not from the purity of its doctrine or the
righteousness of its actions.

Because in Christ the Church is holy, the Church, its members, and those in its ordered ministries
strive to lead lives worthy of the Gospel we proclaim. In gratitude for Christ’s work of
redemption, we rely upon the work of God’s Spirit through Scripture and the means of grace (W-
5.5001) to form every believer and every community for this holy living. We confess the
persistence of sin in our corporate and individual lives. At the same time, we also confess that we
are forgiven by Christ and called again and yet again to strive for the purity, righteousness, and
truth revealed to us in Jesus Christ and promised to all people in God’s new creation.

c. The Catholicity of the Church

Catholicity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. In the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ, by the power of the Spirit, God overcomes our alienation and repairs our division.
Because in Christ the Church is catholic, it strives everywhere to testify to Christ’s embrace of
men, women, and children of all times, places, races, nations, ages, conditions, and stations in
life. The catholicity of the Church summons the Church to a deeper faith, a larger hope, and a
more complete love as it bears witness to God’s grace.

d. The Apostolicity of the Church

Apostolicity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. In Christ, by the power of the Spirit, God
sends the Church into the world to share the gospel of God’s redemption of all things and people.

Because in Christ the Church is apostolic, it strives to proclaim this gospel faithfully. The
Church receives the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ through the testimony of those whom
Christ sent, both those whom we call apostles and those whom Christ has called throughout the
long history of the Church. The Church has been and is even now sent into the world by Jesus
Christ to bear that testimony to others. The Church bears witness in word and work that in Christ
the new creation has begun, and that God who creates life also frees those in bondage, forgives
sin, reconciles brokenness, makes all things new, and is still at work in the world. To be
members of the body of Christ is to be sent out to pursue the mission of God and to participate in
God’s new creation, God’s kingdom drawing the present into itself. The Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) affirms the Gospel of Jesus Christ as received from the prophets and apostles, and
stands in continuity with God’s mission through the ages.



The Church strives to be faithful to the good news it has received and accountable to the
standards of the confessions. The Church seeks to present the claims of Jesus Christ, leading
persons to repentance, acceptance of Christ alone as Savior and Lord, and new life as his
disciples.

The Church is sent to be Christ’s faithful evangelist:
making disciples of all nations in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
sharing with others a deep life of worship, prayer, fellowship, and service; and
participating in God’s mission to care for the needs of the sick, poor, and lonely; to free
people from sin, suffering, and oppression; and to establish Christ’s just, loving, and
peaceable rule in the world.

F-1.0303 The Notes of the Reformed Church?

Where Christ is, there is the true Church. Since the earliest days of the Reformation, Reformed
Christians have marked the presence of the true Church wherever:

the Word of God is truly preached and heard,

the Sacraments are rightly administered, and

ecclesiastical discipline is uprightly ministered.

In our own time, we affirm that, in the power of the Spirit, the Church is faithful to the mission
of Christ as it:

Proclaims and hears the Word of God,
responding to the promise of God’s new creation in Christ, and
inviting all people to participate in that new creation;

Administers and receives the Sacraments,
welcoming those who are being engrafted into Christ,
bearing witness to Christ’s saving death and resurrection,
anticipating the heavenly banquet that is to come, and
committing itself in the present to solidarity with the marginalized and the hungry;
and

Nurtures a covenant community of disciples of Christ,
living in the strength of God’s promise and
giving itself in service to God’s mission.

F-1.0304 The Great Ends of the Church

The great ends of the Church are:

the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind,;

the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
the maintenance of divine worship;

the preservation of the truth;

the promotion of social righteousness; and

the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.*



F-1.04 Openness to the Guidance of the Holy Spirit

F-1.0401 Continuity and Change

The presbyterian form of government set forth in the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) is grounded in Scripture and built around the marks of the true Church. It is in all things
subject to the Lord of the Church. In the power of the Spirit, Jesus Christ draws worshiping
communities and individual believers into the sovereign activity of the triune God at all times
and places. As the Church seeks reform and fresh direction, it looks to Jesus Christ who goes
ahead of us and calls us to follow him. United with Christ in the power of the Spirit, the Church
seeks “not [to] be conformed to this world, but [to] be transformed by the renewing of [our]
minds, so that [we] may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect” (Rom. 12:2).

F-1.0402 Ecumenicity

The presbyterian system of government in the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

is established in light of Scripture © but is not regarded as essential for the existence of the
Christian Church nor required of all Christians.

F-1.0403  Unity in Diversity

“As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all
of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,

heirs according to the promise” (Gal. 3:27-29).

The unity of believers in Christ is reflected in the rich diversity of the Church’s membership. In
Christ, by the power of the Spirit, God unites persons through baptism regardless of race,
ethnicity, age, sex, disability, geography, or theological conviction. There is therefore no place in
the life of the Church for discrimination against any person. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
shall guarantee full participation and representation in its worship, governance, and emerging life
to all persons or groups within its membership. No member shall be denied participation or
representation for any reason other than those stated in this Constitution.

Amend Rejected (2012, 26, 27, Item 06-08): Rejected a number of proposed changes to F-1.0403.

PJC (2001, 213-2, Londonderry v. Pby of N.N.E.): In the case of conflicts between constitutional text, it is the
task of governing bodies to resolve them to give effect to all provisions.

PJC (2): No governing body or PJC may invalidate a provision of the constitution.

PJC (1993, 205-12, Wilson v. Pby of Donegal): Does not support relief from mandatory participation in the
church’s benefits plan. One has the right to express an opinion, but once a decision is made, members must
abide by it even if they continue to advocate change.

PJC (1991, 203-3, Santin v. Church Vocations Unit): All executive and administrative staff positions in all
governing bodies (councils) above the session shall be filled in accordance with the principles of participation
and representation.



Previous FoG:

GA (2006, 38, 40, 439, Item 05-25): A congregation may adopt a policy prohibiting election of the
congregation’s paid staff for nomination and election as an officer or trustee of that congregation.
(Interpretation of former G-7.0304a(1)).

GA (1990, 238, 21.114, Req. 90-2): Nothing prohibits religious discrimination by churches in the employment
of lay employees. Nevertheless, unless a religious viewpoint directly impacts work performance, the church
must recall the need for inclusiveness in all areas of its life.

Earlier References:

This section has no single source. See on various subjects: PCUS (1971, 170) Overture to replace exclusively
masculine words; PCUSA (1955, 103) Ovt. F, representative nominating committee; UPCUSA (1963, 316)
Ovt. D, color, origin, worldly condition; (1971, 308) Ovt. F on offices, race, ethnic, sex, marital status; (1975,
96, 189, 528) Ovt. and report on inclusive language; (1975, 67, 299) Ovt. B, C, D, on fair representation, male,
female, ages, ethnic; (1978, 64, 399) Ovt. L, men and women; (1979, 84, 531) Ovt. J on disability; (1977, 99-
108) Ovt. 16: That All May Enter, responding to concerns of the handicapped.

F-1.0404 Openness

In Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all creation, the Church seeks a new openness to God’s mission in
the world. In Christ, the triune God tends the least among us, suffers the curse of human
sinfulness, raises up a new humanity, and promises a new future for all creation. In Christ,
Church members share with all humanity the realities of creatureliness, sinfulness, brokenness,
and suffering, as well as the future toward which God is drawing them. The mission of God
pertains not only to the Church but also to people everywhere and to all creation. As it
participates in God’s mission, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) seeks:

a new openness to the sovereign activity of God in the Church and in the world, to a more
radical obedience to Christ, and to a more joyous celebration in worship and work;

a new openness in its own membership, becoming in fact as well as in faith a community
of women and men of all ages, races, ethnicities, and worldly conditions, made one in
Christ by the power of the Spirit, as a visible sign of the new humanity;

a new openness to see both the possibilities and perils of its institutional forms in order to
ensure the faithfulness and usefulness of these forms to God’s activity in the world; and

a new openness to God’s continuing reformation of the Church ecumenical, that it might
be more effective in its mission.

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (1998, 163, 16.0171, 623): Rejected adding language affirming openness to diversity of
ministries of Presbyterian groups and relationships between church structures and such groups. Part of report of
Special Committee on Relationships of Accountability.



Endnotes

! Throughout this document and the Form of Government, the capitalized term “Church” refers to the Church
Universal, the Church as it is called to be in Christ; except as part of a title (i.e. Preshbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

2 See “The Nicene Creed,” The Book of Confessions, 1.3.
® See The Scots Confession, Ch. XVI11 (The Book of Confessions, 3.18)

* This statement of the Great Ends of the Church, slightly edited here, came from the United Presbyterian Church of
North America, which united with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America in 1958. The statement
was then made a part of the Constitution of The United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, as the
united body was called. This now classic statement was adopted by the United Presbyterian Church of North
America in 1910, following various actions between 1904 and 1910 looking forward to the revision of the church’s
Constitution.



Chapter Two - The Church and Its Confessions

Previous FoG

Amend Rejected (2004, 15-6, 608, Item 08-05): Rejected proposal to reorder this chapter; instead, affirmed the
right and responsibility of presbyteries to determine whether candidates and ministers “sincerely receive and
adopt the esstentials of the Reformed faith.”

F-2.01 The Purpose of Confessional Statements

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) states its faith and bears witness to God’s grace in Jesus Christ
in the creeds and confessions in The Book of Confessions. In these statements the church declares
to its members and to the world who and what it is, what it believes, and what it resolves to do.
These statements identify the church as a community of people known by its convictions as well
as by its actions. They guide the church in its study and interpretation of the Scriptures; they
summarize the essence of Reformed Christian tradition; they direct the church in maintaining
sound doctrines; they equip the church for its work of proclamation. They serve to strengthen
personal commitment and the life and witness of the community of believers.

The creeds and confessions of this church arose in response to particular circumstances within
the history of God’s people. They claim the truth of the Gospel at those points where their
authors perceived that truth to be at risk. They are the result of prayer, thought, and experience
within a living tradition. They appeal to the universal truth of the Gospel while expressing that
truth within the social and cultural assumptions of their time. They affirm a common faith
tradition, while also from time to time standing in tension with each other.

F-2.02 The Confessions as Subordinate Standards

These confessional statements are subordinate standards in the church, 2 subject to the authority
of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as the Scriptures bear witness to him. While confessional
standards are subordinate to the Scriptures, they are, nonetheless, standards. They are not lightly
drawn up or subscribed to, nor may they be ignored or dismissed. The church is prepared to
instruct, counsel with, or even to discipline one ordained who seriously rejects the faith
expressed in the confessions. Moreover, the process for changing the confessions of the church is
deliberately demanding, requiring a high degree of consensus across the church. Yet the church,
in obedience to Jesus Christ, is open to the reform of its standards of doctrine as well as of
governance. The church affirms Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei,
that is, “The church reformed, always to be reformed according to the Word of God” in the
power of the Spirit.

GA (2004, 17, 619, Item 08-12): Affirmed significant and instructive role of The Book of Confessions as guide
to interpreting Scripture in the examination of persons for ordination.



Previous FoG:
Amend Rejected (2004, 15-6, 608, Item 08-05): See note at Chapter Two F-2.0.

Amend Rejected (1996, 241, 21.012, Ovt. 96-42): Rejected addition of five affirmations of “Essential Tenets”
as requirement for officers.

Earlier References:

Essential Tenets controversy culminating in reports in 1926 and 1927 from the Special Commission of 1925,
known popularly as the “Swearingen Commission” (Minutes, PC(USA), 1910, 191-193, 271-273; 1916, 130-
132; 1923, 252-253, 338-339; 1925, 88; 1926, 62-87; 1927, 56-86;).

Historical Note: 1729 Adopting Act; 1736 Interpretation of Synod’s Intent

F-2.03 The Confessions as Statements of the Faith of the Church
Catholic

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) witnesses to the faith of the Church catholic.

The confessions express the faith of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church b'in the
recognition of canonical Scriptures and the formulation and adoption of the ecumenical creeds,
notably the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds with their definitions of the mystery of the triune God
and of the incarnation of the eternal Word of God in Jesus Christ.

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (2004, 15-6, 608, Item 08-05): See note at Chapter Two F-2.0.

F-2.04 The Confessions as Statements of the Faith of the Protestant
Reformation

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) upholds the affirmations of the Protestant
Reformation. The focus of these affirmations is God’s grace in Jesus Christ as revealed in the
Scriptures. The Protestant watchwords—grace alone, ¢ faith alone, d Scripture alone € —embody
principles of understanding that continue to guide and motivate the people of God in the life of
faith.

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (2004, 15-6, 608, Item 08-05): Rejected proposal to reorder this chapter; instead, affirmed the
right and responsibility of presbyteries to determine whether candidates and ministers “sincerely receive and
adopt the esstentials of the Reformed faith.”



F-2.05 The Confessions as Statements of the Faith of the Reformed
Tradition

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expresses the faith of the Reformed
tradition. Central to this tradition is the affirmation of the majesty,f holiness, 9 and providence of
God h who in Christ and by the power of the Spirit creates, | sustains, J rules, K and redeems ! the
world in the freedom of sovereign righteousness and love. M Related to this central affirmation
of God’s sovereignty are other great themes of the Reformed tradition:

The election N of the people of God for service as well as for salvation ©;

Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the
Word of God;

A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God’s
creation; and

The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry P and tyranny, 9 which calls the
people of God to work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in
obedience to the Word of God.

PJC (2002, 215-03, San Joaquin v. Synod of Pacific): A central theme of the Reformed tradition is “covenant
life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word of God.” The concept of
mutual accountability and responsibility lies at the heart of this covenantal understanding, and our system of
government is structured to achieve such mutual accountability.

Previous FoG:

Amend Rejected (1996, 241, 21.012, Ovt. 96-42): Rejected addition of five affirmations of “Essential Tenets”
as requirement for officers.






Chapter Three - Principles of Order and Government

F-3.01 Historic Principles of Church Order *

In setting forth this Book of Order, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reaffirms the historic
principles of church order, which have been a part of our common heritage and which are basic
to our Presbyterian concept and system of church government, namely:

Earlier References.:
GA (1983, UPC, 141ff): Report: Historic Principles, Conscience, and Church Government.

(UPC, 1979, 310-319): Task Force on Polity and Reconciliation. Polity organizes conflict, encourages
listening to one another and facilitates reconciliation.

F-3.0101 God Is Lord of the Conscience

a. That “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men? which are in anything contrary to his Word, or beside it, in matters of
faith or worship.”*

b. Therefore we consider the rights of private judgment, in all matters that respect
religion, as universal and unalienable: We do not even wish to see any religious constitution
aided by the civil power, further than may be necessary for protection and security, and at the
same time, be equal and common to all others.

GA (1987, 344, 25.162, Rpt of AC on Church and Society): It is a spiritual and professional duty of clergy to
hold in confidence matters revealed to them in their counseling, caring, and confessional ministries, and that
being called to testify in a court of law does not negate this sacred obligation.

PJC (2006, 217-7, 475, Williamson v. Pby of W. North Carolina): “recognizes the right of the corporate
community to place limits upon the exercise of freedom of conscience by its officers.”

PJC (1992, 204-5, Session of Central Church v. Pby of Long Island): While freedom of conscience is preserved,
it is to be exercised within certain limits. There is a “duty of conscience” to support the ministry and mission of
the church.

PJC (1986, 198-5, 158, 11.047, Buonaiuto v. First Preshyterian Church, Greenlawn, NY): Freedom of
conscience and the right of protest do not give an individual church member the right to prevent a session from
carrying out its responsibilities to another governing body.

PJC (2001, 213-2, 577, 12.1028, Londonderry v. Pby of N.N.E.): There is a natural tension between God alone
being the Lord of the conscience and the Church being a covenant community.

F-3.0102 Corporate Judgment

That, in perfect consistency with the above principle of common right, every Christian
Church, or union or association of particular churches, is entitled to declare the terms of



admission into its communion, and the qualifications of its ministers and members, as well as the
whole system of its internal government which Christ hath appointed; that in the exercise of this
right they may, notwithstanding, err, in making the terms of communion either too lax or too
narrow; yet, even in this case, they do not infringe upon the liberty or the rights of others, but
only make an improper use of their own.

PJC (2001, 213-2, 577, 12.1028, Londonderry v. Pby of N.N.E.): While diversity of opinion is valid, the
covenantal nature of the church means that when verbal dissent moves to disobedience, the body is obligated, as
an act of pastoral care, to prevent contumacy.

F-3.0103 Officers

That our blessed Savior, for the edification of the visible Church, which is his body, hath
appointed officers,* not only to preach the gospel and administer the Sacraments, but also to
exercise discipline, for the preservation of both truth and duty; and that it is incumbent upon
these officers, and upon the whole Church, in whose name they act, to censure or cast out the
erroneous and scandalous, observing, in all cases, the rules contained in the Word of God.

F-3.0104 Truth and Goodness

That truth is in order to goodness; and the great touchstone of truth, its tendency to promote
holiness, according to our Savior’s rule, “By their fruits ye shall know them.” And that no
opinion can either be more pernicious or more absurd than that which brings truth and falsehood
upon a level, and represents it as of no consequence what a man’s opinions are. On the contrary,
we are persuaded that there is an inseparable connection between faith and practice, truth and
duty. Otherwise it would be of no consequence either to discover truth or to embrace it.

F-3.0105 Mutual Forbearance

That, while under the conviction of the above principle we think it necessary to make effectual
provision that all who are admitted as teachers be sound in the faith, we also believe that there
are truths and forms with respect to which men of good characters and principles may differ.
And in all these we think it the duty both of private Christians and societies to exercise mutual
forbearance toward each other.

F-3.0106 Election by the People

That though the character, qualifications, and authority of Church officers are laid down in
the Holy Scriptures, as well as the proper method of their investiture and institution, yet the
election of the persons to the exercise of this authority, in any particular society, is in that
society.

F-3.0107 Church Power
That all Church power, whether exercised by the body in general or in the way of representation
by delegated authority, is only ministerial and declarative?; that is to say, that the Holy Scriptures



are the only rule of faith and manners; that no Church judicatory® ought to pretend to make laws
to bind the conscience in virtue of their own authority; and that all their decisions should be
founded upon the revealed will of God. Now though it will easily be admitted that all synods and
councils may err, through the frailty inseparable from humanity, yet there is much greater danger
from the usurped claim of making laws than from the right of judging upon laws already made,
and common to all who profess the gospel, although this right, as necessity requires in the
present state, be lodged with fallible men.

F-3.0108 The Value of Ecclesiastical Discipline

Lastly, that if the preceding scriptural and rational principles be steadfastly adhered to, the vigor
and strictness of its discipline will contribute to the glory and happiness of any church. Since
ecclesiastical discipline must be purely moral or spiritual in its object, P and not attended with
any civil effects, it can derive no force whatever but from its own justice, the approbation of an
impartial public, and the countenance and blessing of the great Head of the Church universal.

PJC (1987, 199-01, Bedford-Central PC v. Pby of NYC): Decision-making processes operate openly,
deliberately, fairly, and inclusively, in ways most likely to secure “the approbation of an impartial public and
the countenance and blessing of the great Head of the church universal.”

F-3.02 Principles of Presbyterian Government®

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reaffirms, within the context of its commitment to the Church
universal, a special commitment to basic principles of Presbyterian polity:

Earlier References:
GA (1983, UPC, 141ff): Report: Historic Principles, Conscience, and Church Government.

F-3.0201 One Church

The particular congregations? of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) wherever they are, taken
collectively, constitute one church, called the church.

PJC (1992, 204-5, Session of Central Church v. Pby of Long Island): Decisions made at one level must be
made in light of our understanding of the PC(USA) as being one church.

F-3.0202 Governed by Presbyters

This church shall be governed by presbyters, that is, ruling elders and teaching elders. Ruling
elders are so named not because they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because



they are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and
to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Teaching elders shall be committed in all their work to
equipping the people of God for their ministry and witness.

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 53, 675, Item 07-04): Rejected changing “ruling elder” to “elder” and “teaching
elder” to “minister of Word and Sacrament.”

F-3.0203 Gathered in Councils

These presbyters shall come together in councils in regular gradation. These councils are
sessions, presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly. All councils of the church are united
by the nature of the church and share with one another responsibilities, rights, and powers as
provided in this Constitution. The councils are distinct, but have such mutual relations that the
act of one of them is the act of the whole church performed by it through the appropriate council.
The larger part of the church, or a representation thereof, shall govern the smaller.

PJC (2006, 217-2, Johnston, et.al. v. Heartland Pby): “Our unity in Christ and the relational nature of our
governance require dialogue between and among governing bodies,” thus giving “life to the mutuality and
reciprocity between sessions and presbyteries in furthering the great ends of the Church.”

F-3.0204  Seek and Represent the Will of Christ

Presbyters are not simply to reflect the will of the people, but rather to seek together to find and
represent the will of Christ.

Earlier References:

(UPCUSA 1978, 93); Buchwalter v. Pittsburgh Pby): Questioning by pby of potential commissioners to GA is
allowed, but voting pledges are not allowed.

F-3.0205 Decision by Majority Vote

Decisions shall be reached in councils by vote, following opportunity for discussion and
discernment, and a majority shall govern.

GA (2004, 87, 329, Item 04-14): E-mail voting is permitted by BoO and Robert’s Rules if there has been
provision for deliberation (simultaneous communication) and such vote is provided for in standing rules.

PJC (1992, 204-5, Session of Central Church v. Pby of Long Island): Our system protects the rights of minority
viewpoints, yet affirms the principle of majority rule.

Earlier References:
(UPCUSA 1978, 290-300): Report of the Committee on Pluralism in the Church.



F-3.0206 Review and Control

A higher council shall have the right of review and control over a lower one and shall have
power to determine matters of controversy upon reference, complaint, or appeal.

GA (2006, 46, 48, Item 03-14, Recommendation 1): Former G-4.0301f (now F-3.0206) must be interpreted in
light of affirmation of Historic Principles of Church Government (now F-3.02) ; listed applicable principles.

PJC (2006, 217-2, Johnston, et.al. v. Heartland Pby): A higher governing body’s “right of review and control
over a lower one” ... “must not be understood in hierarchical terms, but in light of the shared responsibility and
power at the heart of Presbyterian order.”

PJC (2006, 217-1, Hope, et.al. v. Pby of San Francisco): Failure to follow its own stated policy does not rise to
the level of a constitutional error reviewable by the GAPJC.

F-3.0207  Ordination by Council

Presbyters (ruling elders and teaching elders) and deacons are ordained only by the authority of a
council.

F-3.0208 Shared Power, Exercised Jointly

Ecclesiastical jurisdiction is a shared power, to be exercised jointly by presbyters gathered in
councils.

F-3.0209  General Authority of Councils

Councils possess whatever administrative authority is necessary to give effect to duties and
powers assigned by the Constitution of the church. The jurisdiction of each council is limited by
the express provisions of the Constitution, with powers not mentioned being reserved to the
presbyteries.

PJC (2012, 220-05, Hwang v. Synod of S. CA and Hawaii): A synod may appoint an administrative
commission with original jurisdiction over some or all of the functions of a presbytery Committee on Ministry
(G-9.0503a); it may do so without giving the Commission complete jurisdiction over the Presbytery (G-
9.0503a(4)). (but see concurring and dissenting opinions regarding power and wisdom of Synod to take Original
Jurisdiction over Presbytery).

PJC (1995, 207-1, Bolton v. Alamance Presbyterian Church): Governing body may exercise its powers in a
reasonable way so as to carry out its basic functions and duties with efficiency to avoid a waste of time of its
members. The form of such exercise will vary.

F-3.03 Foundational Statements

The statements contained in this section, “The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity,” describe the
ecclesiological and historical commitments on which the polity of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) rests. Provisions of any part of this Constitution are to be interpreted in light of the



whole Constitution. No provision of the Book of Order can of itself invalidate any other. Where
there are tensions and ambiguities between provisions, it is the task of councils and judicial
commissions to resolve them in such a way as to give effect to all provisions.

F-3.04 The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) Defined

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) consists of The Book of Confessions and
the Book of Order.
The Book of Confessions includes:

The Nicene Creed

The Apostles’ Creed

The Scots Confession

The Heidelberg Catechism

The Second Helvetic Confession

The Westminster Confession of Faith
The Westminster Shorter Catechism
The Westminster Larger Catechism
The Theological Declaration of Barmen
The Confession of 1967

A Brief Statement of Faith—Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Amend Proposed (2012, 10, 11, 1530, Item 18-03): Approved sending a new translation of the Heidelberg
Catechism to presbyteries to amend The Book of Confessions.

Amend (1998, 85, 581, 38.0034): Approved a new translation of Nicene Creed to amend The Book of
Confessions.

Amend (1990, 253, 21.271, Recs 1 & 2): Approved adding A Brief Statement of Faith--Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) to The Book of Confessions.

Amend Defeated (2010, 9, 1213, Item 16-12): Defeated adding the Confession of Belhar to The Book of
Confessions.

Amend Rejected (1992, 295, 21.007, Ovt. 91-81): Rejected request to add A Declaration of Faith to The Book
of Confessions.

GA (2012,11, 1527, Item 18-01): Approved beginning the process to include the Confession of Belhar in The
Book of Confessions.

GA (2010, 9, 1209, Item 16-11): The 2008 Special Committee was reappointed to recommend to the 220th
General Assembly (2012) a new translation of the present Heidelberg Catechism in cooperation with the
Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRCNA) and the Reformed Church of America (RCA).

GA (2004, 21, 423, Item 06-06): Approved addition to preface and footnotes in Book of Confessions addressing
16th & 17th century condemnations of Roman Catholic Church, which are not the position of the PC(USA).



GA (1998 83, 599, 41.0031): Approved Belonging to God: A First Catechism, The Study Catechism (83,602,
41.0032) and The Study Catechism: Confirmation Version (83, 611, 41.0033) and commended them to the
church for use in teaching and worship.

GA (1995, 111, 11.019); Ref. 21.034-.037, Req 91-2): 1991 referral of request to write a brief history as a
prologue to each confessional document answered by new edition of BoC with prologue including history of
confessional documents.

GA (1994, 508, Ovt. 94-26): Special Committee authorized to write a New Presbyterian Catechism and report
recommendations to 208th GA.

The Book of Order includes:
The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity
The Form of Government
The Directory for Worship
The Rules of Discipline

Amend (2010, 18-24, 485, Item 07-01): Foundations of Presbyterian Polity replaced previous FOG Chapters 1-
4 and revised Form of Government replaced previous FOG Chapters 5-18; became effective July 10, 2011.

Amend (1988, 144, 12.266): Entire Directory for the Service of God replaced with a new Directory for
Worship.

Amend Rejected (1990, 228, 21.020, Ovt. 89-105): Rejected request to place the Directory for Worship first in
the Book of Order.

Endnotes

! This section, with the exception of the first paragraph, was first drawn up by the Synod of New York
and Philadelphia, and prefixed to the Form of Government as published by that body in 1788. In that year,
the synod was divided into four synods and gave place to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, which held its first meeting the following year. The four synods
formed were the Synod of New York and New Jersey, the Synod of Philadelphia, the Synod of Virginia,
and the Synod of the Carolinas. The presbyteries of these four synods were represented in the first
General Assembly, which met in Philadelphia on May 21, 1789. The general plan drawn up in 1788
became that by which the Presbyterian Church in the United States and The United Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America were subsequently governed.

2 The words “men” and “man’s” throughout this quotation from the eighteenth century should be
understood as applying to all persons.

¥ See the Westminster Confession of Faith (The Book of Confessions, 6.109).

* The terms “officers” and “office” are preserved here as part of the historic language of the Principles.
Elsewhere in the Form of Government the terms “ordered minister” and “ordered ministry” are used in
place of “officer” and “office.”



> The term “judicatory,” employed here as part of the historical language of the Principles, is elsewhere
in the Form of Government replaced with “council.”

® This provision is derived from and intended to restate the Historic Principles of Church Government,
which were adopted in 1797 by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America, and the Principles of Presbyterian Government. In this quotation, the word “radical” is used in
its primary meaning of “fundamental and basic,” and the word “appeals” is used in a general sense rather
than with reference to a case involved in judicial process: “The radicalc principles of Presbyterian church
government and discipline are: ‘That the several different congregations of believers, taken collectively,
constitute one Church of Christ, called emphatically the Church; that a larger part of the Church, or a
representation of it, should govern a smaller, or determine matters of controversy which arise therein;
that, in like manner, a representation of the whole should govern and determine in regard to every part,
and to all the parts united: that is, that a majority shall govern; and consequently that appeals may be
carried from lower to higher governing bodies [councils], till they be finally decided by the collected
wisdom and united voice of the whole Church. For these principles and this procedure, the example of the
apostles and the practice of the primitive Church are considered as authority.’”
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CHAPTER IlI
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In response to Overture 01-58, the Office of the General Assembly reviewed previous editions
of the Form of Government, which had included scriptural allusions. A large proportion of our
current Form of Government has antecedent provisions in prior editions that are immediately
apparent. After that review, the Department of Constitutional Services carefully compared those
prior editions with the current text of the Form of Government. That department then inserted the
scriptural allusions taken from those prior editions of the Form of Government into the scriptural
allusions taken from those prior editions of the Form of Government into the current text. They
first appeared in the version released during the 215th General Assembly (2003).



|
The Form of Government

Amend (2010, 18-24, 485, Item 07-01): Form of Government replaced previous FOG Chapters 5-18; became
effective July 10, 2011.

GA (2012, 68-69, 1527, Item 08-01): A number of specific constitutional authoritative interpretations are no
longer retained because the language on which they were based is no longer in The Form of Government or is
contradicted by new language.

Chapter One - Congregations and Their Membership

G-1.01 The Congregation
G-1.0101  The Mission of the Congregation

The congregation is the church engaged in the mission of God in its particular context. The
triune God gives to the congregation all the gifts of the gospel necessary to being the Church.
The congregation is the basic form of the church, but it is not of itself a sufficient form of the
church. Thus congregations are bound together in communion with one another, united in
relationships of accountability and responsibility, contributing their strengths to the benefit of the
whole, and are called, collectively, the church.

Through the congregation God’s people carry out the ministries of proclamation, sharing the
Sacraments @, and living in covenant life with God and each other. In the life of the
congregation, individual believers are equipped for the ministry of witness to the love and grace
of God in and for the world. The congregation reaches out to people, communities, and the world
to share the good news of Jesus Christ, to gather for worship, to offer care and nurture to God’s
children, to speak for social justice and righteousness, to bear witness to the truth and to the reign
of God that is coming into the world.

Amend Rejected (2012, 26, 28, 604, Item 06-14): Rejected making several changes to both paragraphs of G-
1.0101.

G-1.0102 The Fellowship of the Congregation

The polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) presupposes the fellowship of women, men, and
children united in covenant relationship with one another and with God through Jesus Christ.
The organization rests on the fellowship and is not designed to work without trust and love.



PJC (2006, 217-2, 462, Johnston, et.al. v. Heartland Pby): PJC (1) “Payment of per captia apportionments is a
high moral obligation, the fulfillment of which visibly demonstrates the covenantal ties that bind us as the one
church of Jesus Christ.”

PJC (2) Pby’s declaration that a church is ineligile to request financial assistance if per captia is not fully pad is
misue of discretion.

PJC (2004, 216-1, Minihan v. Pby of Scioto Valley): (1) 1992 Amendment did not grant a presbytery power to
compel a session to transmit its per capita apportionment.

PJC (2) The term “benevolences” in responsibilities of the session includes per capita funds.

PJC (3) Withholding per capita as a means of protest or dissent evidences a serious breach of the trust and love
with which our Lord Jesus intends the covenant community to function together.

PJC (2002, 215-03, San Joaquin v. Synod of Pacific): Fundamental to our Presbyterian system of government is
the understanding that the members of the church come together in “voluntary covenanted relationship with one
another and with God through Jesus Christ.” The concept of mutual accountability and responsibility lies at the
heart of this covenantal understanding, and our system of government is structured to achieve such mutual
accountability.

G-1.0103  Governed by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(US.A)

A “congregation,” as used in this Form of Government, refers to a formally organized
community chartered and recognized by a presbytery as provided in this Constitution. Each
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) shall be governed by this Constitution. The
members of a congregation put them selves under the leadership of the session and the higher
councils (presbytery, synod, and General Assembly P: €). The session is responsible to guide and
govern the life of the congregation. The session leads the congregation in fulfilling its
responsibilities for the service of all people, for the upbuilding of the whole church, and for the
glory of God.

Other forms of corporate witness established by the presbytery shall also be governed by this
Constitution and shall be subject to the authority of the presbytery.

GA (1992, 311, 21.133, Req. 92-16): Pby does have the power, authority, and responsibility to approve
pastoral positions, as well as personnel, for various ministries within congregations of the pby.

GA (1991, 403, 21.198, Req. 90-16): The congregation is not a governing body in the Book of Order. The
congregation has only specific and very limited powers.

GA (1990, 248-252, 21.242, Req. 90-24): A particular church is free to deal with, own, and use its property as
it wishes in the furtherance of its charge by the Constitution, within the constraints of the Constitution.



GA (1990, 244, 21.180, Req. 90-14): It is not permissible under the Constitution for a particular church to sell
all its property without the approval of presbytery.

Earlier References:

(UPC 1974, 310, PJC, Church of the Covenant v. NYC): Presbytery’s ownership does not carry with it the
authority to displace session of the congregation using that property.

G-1.02 The Organizing of a Congregation

A congregation in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) can be organized only by the authority of a
presbytery and shall function under the provisions of this Constitution.

G-1.0201  Organizing Covenant

In organizing a congregation, presbytery shall receive applications for membership from persons
wishing to unite in forming a new congregation. These persons shall covenant together as
follows:

“We, the undersigned, in response to the grace of God, desire to be constituted and
organized as a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), to be known as

. We promise and covenant to live together in unity and to work together
in ministry as disciples of Jesus Christ, bound to him and to one another as a part of the
body of Christ in this place according to the principles of faith, mission, and order of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

“(Signatures)”

At its sole discretion the presbytery may then declare them an organized congregation of the
presbytery. The congregation shall then proceed to the election of ruling elders and, if they so
decide, deacons. The presbytery shall prepare, examine, ordain, and install these newly elected
persons. Presbytery shall continue to work closely with the congregation in securing pastoral
leadership, in plans for the service and witness of the congregation, in coordinating its work with
other congregations, in counseling concerning incorporation and bylaws for the congregation
conforming to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and in giving other forms of
support and encouragement that will strengthen the mission of the congregation in the larger life
of the denomination.

GA (1998, 127, 12.0087, OGA Ref.): It is not necessary for BoO to expressly name each of the actions pby or
session may take to carry out responsibility for mission and governance throughout its geographical district.

GA (1992, 311, 21.133, Req. 92-16): Presbhytery has the authority to approve both positions and personnel in a
local church.

GA (1989, 226, 21.188, Req. 89-9): Preshytery must approve change of name of particular church and church
must comply with requirements of civil law.



Earlier References:

Amend Rejected (1998, 127, 12.0087, OGA Ref.; 1997, 175, 21.0130, 699, Ovt. 97-33): Rejected request to
provide a new section providing for a “cooperative association” of congregations.

G-1.03 The Membership of a Congregation
G-1.0301 The Meaning of Membership and Baptism

In Jesus Christ, God calls people to faith and to membership in the Church, the body of Christ.
Baptism is the visible sign of that call and claim on a human life and of entrance into the
membership of the church. The baptism of children witnesses to the truth that God’s love claims
people before they are able to respond in faith. The baptism of those who enter the covenant of
membership upon their own profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior witnesses to
the truth that God’s gift of grace calls forth a response of faithfulness. Thus, the triune God,
incarnate in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, gives to the Church not only its
mission but also its understanding of membership.

G-1.0302 Welcome and Openness

A congregation shall welcome all persons who trust in God’s grace in Jesus Christ and desire to
become part of the fellowship and ministry of his Church (F-1.0403). No person shall be denied
membership for any reason not related to profession of faith. The Gospel leads members to
extend the fellowship of Christ to all persons. Failure to do so constitutes a rejection of Christ
himself and causes a scandal to the Gospel.

GA (1993, 76-77, 318-322, 21.040-.0049A. Ovts. 93-100 - 93-109): Resolution responding to overtures on
homosexual persons as members and ordained officers.

GA (1987, 151, 15.252, Com. 17-87): A session is required to give serious and prayerful consideration to the

pronouncements of the GAs of 1978 and 1987 that persons who engage in homosexual pracitce and who affirm
that Jesus Christ is their Lord ans Savior, shoudl not be excluded from membership.

G-1.0303 Entry into Membership
Persons may enter into active church membership in the following ways:

a. Public profession of faith, made after careful examination by the session in the
meaning and responsibilities of membership; if not already baptized, the person making
profession of faith shall be baptized,

b. Certificate of transfer, when a person is a member of another Christian church at the
time of transfer;



c. Reaffirmation of faith, for persons previously baptized in the name of the triune God
and having publicly professed their faith.

GA (2008, 48, 51, 274, Item 04-21): (1) A person who has renounced membership and/or church office in a
PC(USA) congregation may seek membership in another PC(USA) congregation by reaffirmation of faith.
Membership may not be denied “for any ... reason not related to profession of faith.” It is the session’s
responsibility to receive such persons, and to determine if their reaffirmation of faith is consistent with the
requirements for a profession of faith in W-4.2003a—c.

PJC (2002, 214-02, Leslie v. First PC Manhattan, KS): A session must exercise discretion in determining the
means, scope, and duration of instruction for membership, provided the content of proposed instruction inclues
meaning of profession of faith, responsibilities of membership and the faith and order of our denomination.

PJC (1985, 197-93, Hardwick v. Session of Pearsall Church): Notes the rights of every member to pastoral care
and the responsibilities of pastor and session to provide such care.

G-1.0304 The Ministry of Members

Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege. It is also a commitment to
participate in Christ’s mission. A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and grace and
promises to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church. Such involvement
includes:

proclaiming the good news in word and deed,

taking part in the common life and worship of a congregation,

lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and active support,

studying Scripture and the issues of Christian faith and life,

supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents,

demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church,

responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others,

living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social
relationships of life,

working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment,
participating in the governing responsibilities of the church, and

reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s membership, and considering
ways in which one’s participation in the worship and service of the church may be
increased and made more meaningful.



GA (2003, 68, 232, Item 03-04, Req 03-4): “It is assumed that members, officers, and governing bodies of the
church will abide by lawful orders issued by permanent judical commissions.”

PJC (1995, 207-1, Bolton v. Alamance Presbyterian Church): Requiring consent of a nominee before election
is not unconstitutional.

PJC (1986, 198-5, 158, 11.047, Buonaiuto v. First Preshyterian Church, Greenlawn, NY): Freedom of
conscience and the right of protest do not give an individual church member the right to prevent a council from
carrying out its responsibilities to another council.

G-1.04 Categories of Membership

The membership of a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) includes baptized
members, active members, and affiliate members.

Amend Rejected (2012, 26, 28, 596, Item 06-12): Rejected adding a new section on special consideration for
membership for families serving yoked churches.

Amend Rejected (2010, 58, 325, Item 05-09): Rejected creating new category of part-year associate members
“who maintain more than one residence on a permanent basis in multiple communities.”

PJC (1985, 197-3, Hardwick v. Pearsall Church): Notes the right of every member to pastoral care and the
responsibilities of pastor and session to provide such care.

Earlier References:

(UPC, 1974, 212, 345ff): Report of Special Committee on Church Membership.

G-1.0401 Baptized Member

A baptized member is a person who has received the Sacrament of Baptism, whether in this
congregation or elsewhere, and who has been enrolled as a baptized member by the session but
who has not made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Such baptized
members receive the pastoral care and instruction of the church, and may participate in the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

GA (2006, 38, 40, 448, Item 05-30): Clarified meaning of baptized member in this paragraph and in the roll of
baptized members maintained by the session.

GA (1993, 336, 21.142, Req. 93-17): The session does not have the authority to exclude any baptized but
unconfirmed person from the Lord’s Supper, provided that person has received a Trinitarian baptism. See also
W-2.4011.



PJC (1985, 197-3, 114, 11.066, Hardwick v. Session of Pearsall Memorial Church): Every member of the
church has a right to pastoral care and the responsibility of pastor and session to provide such care.

Earlier References:

(UPC, 1970, 627ff.): Report of Special Committee on Baptized Children Participating in the Lord’s Supper
Prior to Confirmation; (PCUS, 1976, 184-197).

G-1.0402 Active Member

An active member is a person who has made a profession of faith in Christ, has been baptized,
has been received into membership of the church, has voluntarily submitted to the government d
of this church, and participates in the church’s work and worship. In addition, active members
participate in the governance of the church and may be elected to ordered ministry (see G-
2.0102). Active members shall regularly, after prayerful consideration, recommit themselves to
the disciplines and responsibilities of membership outlined in G-1.0304. The session shall have
responsibility for preparing those who would become active members of the congregation.

GA (2008, 48, 51, 274, Item 04-21): (1) A person who has renounced membership and/or church office in a
PC(USA) congregation may seek membership in another PC(USA) congregation by reaffirmation of faith.
Membership may not be denied “for any ... reason not related to profession of faith.” It is the session’s
responsibility to receive such persons, and to determine if their reaffirmation of faith is consistent with the
requirements for a profession of faith in W-4.2003a—c.

GA (2006, 38, 40, 439, Item 05-25): A congregation may adopt a policy prohibiting election of the
congregation’s paid staff for nomination and election as an officer or trustee of that congregation.

GA (1987, 145, 15.194, Com. 4-87): The right to hold office is not absolute but is bound by other provisions of
the Constitution.

PJC (2002, 214-02, Leslie v. First PC Manhattan, KS): A session must exercise discretion in determining the
means, scope, and duration of instruction for membership, provided the content of proposed instruction inclues
meaning of profession of faith, responsibilities of membership and the faith and order of our denomination.

PJC (1995, 207-1, 117, 11.053, Bolton v. Alamance Presbyterian Church): Church membership does not
require serving in ordered ministry.

PJC (1986, 198-5, 158, 11.047, Buonaiuto v. First Presbyterian Church, Greenlawn, NY): Freedom of
conscience and the right of protest do not give an individual church member the right to prevent a council from
carrying out its responsibilities to another council.

PJC (1985, 197-3, 114, 11.066, Hardwick v. Session of Pearsall Memorial Church): Every member of the
church has a right to pastoral care and the responsibility of pastor and session to provide such care.

Earlier References:

(UPC BCD, 82.04, 1974, 362, Ovt U): Active members may be offered an opportunity for an annual renewal
of their membership covenants. Other conditions of membership, consistent with the constitution, may be
adopted.



G-1.0403  Affiliate Member

An affiliate member is a member of another congregation of this denomination or of another
denomination or Christian body, who has temporarily moved from the community where the
congregation of membership is situated, has presented a certificate of good standing from the
appropriate council or governing body of that congregation, and has been received by the session
as an affiliate member. An affiliate member may participate in the life of the congregation in the
same manner as an active member except that an affiliate member may not vote in
congregational meetings or be elected to ordered ministry or other office in the congregation.

Amend Rejected (1994, 185, 21.010, Ovt. 93-94): Rejected request to add certain Presbyterian ministers to
those eligible to be affiliate members of particular churches.

Amend Rejected (1987, 133, 15.034, Ovt. 11-87, 57-87): Rejected request to permit a minister in good
standing, not otherwise related to a particular church, to become an affiliate member of a particular church.

PJC (1985, 197-3, 114, 11.066, Hardwick v. Session of Pearsall Memorial Church): Every member of the
church has a right to pastoral care and the responsibility of pastor and session to provide such care.

Earlier References:

(PCUSA, 1942, 236-237; 1953, 197-198; PCUS, 1945, 64-65; UPC, 1958, 131).

G-1.0404  Other Participants

Persons who are not members of, or who may have ceased active participation in, the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are welcome and may participate in the life and worship of this
church and receive its pastoral care and instruction. The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is
extended to all who have been baptized, remembering that access to the table is not a right
conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith,
repentance, and love (W-2.4011). Confessing members of other Christian churches may present
children for baptism, in conformity with W-2.3014.

G-1.05 Meetings of the Congregation

G-1.0501 Annual and Special Meetings

The congregation shall hold an annual meeting and may hold special meetings as necessary, for
any or all of the purposes appropriate for congregational consideration. The business to be
transacted at special meetings shall be limited to items specifically listed in the call for the
meeting.

All active members of the congregation present at either annual or special meetings are entitled
to vote. Congregations shall provide by rule the quorum necessary to conduct business.



Amend Rejected (2008, 48, 49, 245, Item 04-04): Rejected change that all members “listed on the active roll”
are entitled to vote.

GA (2008, 48, 51, 272, Item 04-20): The “right to establish a quorum for meetings of the congregation is
assigned to the congregation itself ... . It is not a power assigned to the session, or to any other governing body.

GA (2004, 86, 332, Item 04-16): Motion to dissolve pastoral relationship may be made at annual meeting, but
must be announced in call for meeting.

GA (1992, 307, 21.083, Req. 92-9): Motion to dissolve pastoral relationship is not in order unless announced
in call.

GA (1991, 403, 21.198, Req. 90-16): The congregation is not a governing body in the Book of Order. The
congregation has only specific and very limited powers.

GA (1990, 246, 21.205, Req. 90-18): Robert’s Rule of Order Newly Revised, or some other comparable
compilation of parliamentary procedures, with respect to fairness and due process, should be used in the
conduct of congregational meetings and specified in the bylaws.

G-1.0502  Calling a Congregational Meeting

Meetings of the congregation shall be called by the session, by the presbytery, or by the session
when requested in writing by one fourth of the active members on the roll of the congregation.
Adequate public notice of all congregational meetings shall be given. Congregations shall
provide by their own rule for minimum notification requirements and give notice at regular
services of worship prior to the meeting.

GA (1987, 147, 15.219, Comm. 9-87): When a meeting of the congregation is called in response to a petition
from the congregation the call may not be rescinded, as the right of a congregation to petition for the meeting is
unqualified.

G-1.0503 Business Proper to Congregational Meetings

Business to be transacted at meetings of the congregation shall be limited to matters related to
the following:

Amend Proposed (2012, 26, 27, 591. Item 06-10): Would add approval of plan for joint congregational witness
to business proper to a congregational meeting.

Amend Rejected (1985, 149, 17.175, Ovt. 199-84): Rejected requirement that business to be transacted at a
meeting of the congregation include matters related to its proposed budget if such a procedure is included in the
bylaws of that particular church.



GA (2010, 61, 330, Item 05-12): Deals with consequences of adoption of corporate documents containing
provisions contrary to the Constitution.

GA (2008, 48, 51, 272, Item 04-20): “Withdrawal from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is not a matter that
can be considered at a congregational meeting.”

GA (1987, 144, 15.178, Com. 1-87): The congregation must decide the name of the other Reformed body
when voting on dismissal under Article 13 of Articles of Agreement (1983). Provision expired in 1991.

PJC (2010, 219-03, Sundquist v. Heartland Pby): (1) Withdrawal from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is not a
matter that can be considered at a congregational meeting.

PJC (2) These consultations (which may be in the form of listening sessions, hearings or other consultations) are
for the benefit of informing the presbytery as it considers a request for dismissal, but are not meetings at which
any business of the congregation may be conducted.

GA (2006, 38, 40, 439, Item 05-25): A congregation may adopt a policy prohibiting election of the
congregation’s paid staff for nomination and election as an officer or trustee of that congregation.

PJC (2002, 214-01, Hair and McCallum v. First Stamford, CT): Installation of new officers effectively dissolves
the former positions and renders claims to those positions moot.

PJC (1996, 208-1, 167, 12.044, Gallman v. Oak Grove PC): Congregation can dissolve boards and elect whole
new slate if can’t establish who the officers are.

GA (1993, 334, 21.120, Req. 93-13): Congregations must be fully informed as to the terms of call at the time
they receive the report of a pastor nominating committee.

c. changing existing pastoral relationships, by such means as reviewing the adequacy of
and approving changes to the terms of call of the pastor or pastors, or requesting, consenting to,
or declining to consent to dissolution;

Amend Rejected (1986, 178, 15.124, Ovt. 38-86): Rejected request to make optional the annual review of
adequacy of compensation in the congregational meeting.

GA (2004, 87, 332, Item 04-16 and 1992, 307, 21.083, Req. 92-9): Motion to dissolve pastoral relationship
may be made at annual meeting, but must be announced in call for meeting.



PJC (1994, 206-13, 11.094, Saurbaugh v. Pby of Great Rivers): Continuation of compensation beyond date of
dissolution requires vote of congregational.

PJC (1990, 202-1, 11.096, Baumann v. Bellefield Church): “Confidential Statement” changing terms of call
requires approval by the congregation.

GA (1995, 278, 21.090, Req. 95-7): Congregation must approve purchase of real property, even when
unencumbered.

PJC (2006, 217-12, Chesterbrook Taiwanese PC v National Capital Pby): Congregational meetings on property
matters are not required for every matter having to do with property issues, but are limited to those matters in
[Former] Chapters VII and VIII. (Now G-1.05, G-4.01)

e. requesting the presbytery to grant an exemption as permitted in this Constitution (G-
2.0404).

Whenever permitted by civil law, both ecclesiastical and corporate business may be conducted at
the same congregational meeting.

Amend Rejected (1986, 178, 15.124, Ovt. 38-86): Rejected request to make optional the annual review of
adequacy of compensation in the congregational meeting.

GA (2010, 61, 330, Item 05-12): Deals with consequences of adoption of corporate documents containing
provisions contrary to the Constitution.

GA (2006, 38, 40, 439, Item 05-25): Pursuant to [Former] G-7.0304a(1), a congregation may adopt a policy
prohibiting election of the congregation’s paid staff for nomination and election as an officer or trustee of that
congregation.

G-1.0504 Moderator

The installed pastor shall ordinarily moderate all meetings of the congregation. If it is impractical
for the pastor to preside, he or she shall invite another teaching elder who is a member of the
presbytery or a person authorized by the presbytery to serve as moderator. If there is no installed
pastor, or the installed pastor is unable to moderate and/or to name another moderator, the
presbytery shall make provision for a moderator.

GA (2008, 48, 51, 272, Item 04-20): (1) “... in congregations where there is an installed pastor, the pby would
be acting outside its authority to require that someone other than the pastor or session moderator be accepted by
the congregation as its moderator for the meeting.”

GA (2) Pby may suggest the pastor invite a minister named by the presbytery to moderate, in order that the
congregational decision may be free of undue influence from the installed pastor, protecting both the process
and the pastor. An installed pastor is not bound to act on the suggestion.



GA (1992, 308, 21.088, Req. 92-10): The function of the moderator is to be the presence of the pby and/or
PC(USA).

GA (1987, 157, 15.306, refers back to 15.228 (Com. 10-87)): Pby may appoint member of another pby to
moderate session of church without a pastor.

G-1.0505 Secretary and Minutes

The clerk of session shall serve as secretary for all meetings of the congregation. If the clerk of
session is unable to serve, the congregation shall elect a secretary for that meeting. The secretary
shall record the actions of the congregation in minutes of the meeting.

GA (1997, 179, 21.0180, Req. 97-2): The clerk of session , as the clerk of congregational meetings, reports to
session on behalf of congregation through minutes of the congregational meeting.



Chapter Two - Ordered Ministry, Commissioning, and Certification

Previous FoG:
Amend (2006, 38-39, Item 05-11 Rec. 2): New Chapter XIV replaced entire Chapter XIV.

Amend Defeated (2001, 110 ff, 12.026-.034): New Chapter X1V would have replaced the chapter in its
entirety. Changes would also have been made in the Preface to the BO and in G-9.0000, 11.0000, and W-
4.0000.

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 53, 688, Item 07-10 and 52, 53, 691, Item 07-11): Rejected adding a new
section pertaining to freedom of conscience for examing councils in decisions regarding ordination and
installation. Rejected with Comment.

GA (2003, 68, 232, Item 03-04, Req 03-4): “It is assumed that members, officers, and governing bodies of
the church will abide by lawful orders issued by permanent judical commissions.”

G-2.0101  Christ’s Ministry

The Church’s ministry is a gift from Jesus Christ to the whole Church. Christ alone rules, calls,
teaches, and uses the Church as he wills, exercising his authority by the ministry of women and
men for the establishment and extension of God’s new creation. Christ’s ministry is the
foundation and standard for all ministry, the pattern of the one who came “not to be served but to
serve” (Matt. 20:28). The basic form of ministry is the ministry of the whole people of God, from
whose midst some are called to ordered ministries, to fulfill particular functions. Members and
those in ordered ministries serve together under the mandate of Christ.

G-2.0102 Ordered Ministries

The Church’s ordered ministries described in the New Testament and maintained by this church
are deacons 2 and presbyters (teaching elders P and ruling elders ). Ordered ministries are gifts
to the church to order its life so that the ministry of the whole people of God may flourish. The
existence of these ordered ministries in no way diminishes the importance of the commitment of
all members to the total ministry of the church.

The government of this church is representative d, and the right of God’s people to elect
presbyters and deacons is inalienable. Therefore, no person can be placed in any ordered ministry
in a congregation or council of the church except by election of that body.

Ordination to the ministry of teaching elder, ruling elder, or deacon is unique to that order of
ministry.



Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 53, 675, Item 07-04): Rejected request to change “minister of Word and
Sacrament” to “teaching elder” and “elder” to “ruling elder.”

Amend Rejected (2004, 15-6, 608, Item 08-05): Reaffirmed the right and responsibility of presbyteries to
determine whether candidates and ministers “sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed
faith.”

Amend Rejected (2000, 34, 407, Ovt. 00-36): Rejected request to add a new section to allow a pby to ordain
persons as elders for service in the church without serving on session of a local church.

Amend Rejected (1995, 295, 21.171, 681, Ovt. 95-32): Rejected proposal to former G-14.0101 restoring
language of “teaching elder” in place of Minister of the Word and Sacrament and “ruling elder” in the place of
elder.

Amend Rejected (1988, 128, 12.049, Ovt. 11-88): Rejected request to replace “minister of the Word and
Sacrament” with “teaching elder” and “elder” with “ruling elder.”

Amend Rejected (1987, 137, 15.097, Ovt. 33-87): Rejected change to former G-14.0101 reserving to
presbytery and session “the final power of excluding members from ordination. . . .”

Amend Rejected (1984, 599, 55.051, Ovt. 66-84, 81-83): Rejected request to return to language of “teaching
elder” used by PCUS.

GA (1990, 246, 21.217, Req. 90-20): When an elder is ordained to the ministry of the Word and Sacrament he
or she is enrolled as a member of pby and deleted from the rolls of the congregation.

PJC (1985, 197-9, 118, 11.071, Union Presbyterian Church, et al. v. Pby of Western NY): The right to elect
officers is not absolute but is bounded by the constitutional framework of the larger church.

Earlier References:

Hist. Note: Former titles of Church Officers: PCUS: Minister of Word and Sacraments, Ruling Elder, Deacon
(BCO 9-2); UPC: bishops or ministers, ruling elders, deacons (BOO 37.05).

G-2.0103 Call to Ordered Ministry

The call to ordered ministry in the Church is the act of the triune God. This call is evidenced by
the movement of the Holy Spirit in the individual conscience, the approval of a community of
God’s people, and the concurring judgment of a council of the Church.

G-2.0104  Gifts and Qualifications

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 53, 683, Item 07-08): Rejected adding new paragraph c. to allow councils to
publicize in their operational manuals any “theological, ethical, and behavioral expectations” of that council,
which may be used by nominating and examining committees.

GA (2006, 28-29, 523, Item 06-01): (1) The Book of Confessions and the Book of Order set forth the scriptural
and constitutional standards for ordination and installation.

GA (2) These standards are determined by the whole church, after the careful study of Scripture and theology,
solely by the constitutional process of approval by the GA and the approval of the presbyteries. These
standards may be interpreted by GA and its PJC.

GA (3) Ordaining and installing bodies, acting as corporate expresssion of the church, have the responsibility to
determine their membership by applying these standards to those elected to office. These determinations
include: (a) whether a candidate being examined for ordination and/or installation has departed from scriptural



and constitutional standards for fitness for office, (b) whether any departure constitutes a failure to adhere to the
essentials of Reformed faith and polity, thus barring the candidate from ordination and/or installation.

GA (4) Whether ordination and installation decisions comply with the Constitution of the PC(USA) and
whether examinations were conducted reasonably, responsibly, prayerfully, and deliberately is subject to review
by higher governing bodies.

GA (5) All parties should endeavor to outdo one another in honoring one another’s decisions, according to the
presumption of wisdom to ordaining/installing bodies in examining candidates and to the GA, with
presbyteries’ approval, in setting standards.

PJC (2010, 219-11, Naegeli et al v Pby of San Francisco): (1) Departures under old G-6.0108 (now G-2.0105)
are not the same as waivers under old G-14.0470 through G-14.0474 (now G-2.0610).

PJC (2) The proper time to determine whether a candidate has expressed a departure from the essentials of the
Reformed faith and polity is at the time of a presbytery’s examination of the candidate for ordination, not
determination of readiness for examination.

PJC (2010, 219-09, Davis v. Pby of San Francisco): Governing body of membership determines whether a
church officer has departed from biblical and constitutional standards and then whether to impose a censure.

a. To those called to exercise special functions in the church—deacons, ruling elders,

and teaching elders—God gives suitable gifts for their various duties. In addition to possessing
the necessary gifts and abilities, those who undertake particular ministries should be persons of
strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their manner of
life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the world. They must
have the approval of God’s people and the concurring judgment of a council of the church.

Amend Proposed (2012, 52, 53, 678, Item 07-05): Would add “This includes repentence of sin and diligent use
of the means of grace” before the final sentence.

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 53, 673, Item 07-03): Rejected adding additional wording regarding standards for
ordained service.

Amend Rejected (1996, 240, 21.010, Ovt. 96-32): Rejected adding new “Essential Tenets” and requiring
“subscription” to such Tenets.

Amend Rejected (1996, 241, 21.012, Ovt. 96-42): Rejected addition of five affirmations of “Essential Tenets”
as requirement for officers.

PJC (2010, 219-09, Davis v. Pby of San Francisco): Governing body of membership determines whether a
member has departed from biblical and constitutional standards to find a member guilty of a disciplinary
offense.

Previous FoG:

Note: In appointing a theological task force (2001, 28, 443, Ovt. 01-33) the assembly answered additional
overtures on related subjects. Ovt. 00-6 which proposed creation of a special committee to propose
amendments to allow congregations unable to comply with former G-6.0106b (now G-2.0104b) to leave with
their property was disapproved.

Earlier References:

(PCUS, 1976, 173, 316 ): Report on ordination, especially to ministry of the Word; includes criteria for
ministry and guidelines.



b. Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (F-1.02). The council responsible for
ordination and/or installation (G-2.0402; G-2.0607; G-3.0306) shall examine each
candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of ordered
ministry. The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the
candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the
constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003). Councils shall be
guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.

Note: History regarding former ordination standards, attempted amendments and Authoritative Interpretations
can be found at Office of the General Assembly website, Constitutional Musings.

Amend (2010, 47, 454, Item 06-09): Replaced previous paragraph (G-6.0106b) with language focused on
“each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office”, along with their
“ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and
installation (W-4.4003).” Councils are to “be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards.”

Amend (1996, 79, 248, 21.032, Ovt. 96-13 [see 21.026-.075a]): Added new section “b” known as “fidelity and
chastity” amendment.

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 669, Item 07-01): Rejected adding new language requiring council’s to examine,
“in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture and guided by our confessions.” (see W-
4.4003d.).

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 52, 670, Item 07-02): Rejected adding additional wording regarding standards for
ordained service.

Amend Rejected (2012, 52, 54, 692, Item 07-12): Rejected amending language in two places.
Amend Rejected (2004, 15-6, 608, Item 08-05): See note at F-2.0.

Amend Rejected (1996, 240, 21.010, Ovt. 96-32): Rejected adding new “Essential Tenets” and requiring
“subscription” to such Tenets.

Amend Rejected (1996, 241, 21.012, Ovt. 96-42): Rejected addition of five affirmations of “Essential Tenets”
as requirement for officers.

GA (2012, 52, 55, 709, Item 07-22): Confirmed that G-2.104b was amended when the new Form of
Government was adopted.

GA (2008, 42, 43, 371, Item 05-09): Issued Authoritative Interpretation deleting force and effect of 1978 and
1979 interpretive statements of previous assemblies. [See Earlier Refs. below.]

GA (2004, 17, 619, Item 08-12): Affirmed significant and instructive role of The Book of Confessions as guide
to interpreting Scripture in the examination of persons for ordination.

GA (1998, 68, 166, 16.0220, 651, Ovt. 97-24): PC(USA) commits itself not to exclude anyone categorically in
considering those called to ordained service in the church but to consider the lives and behaviors of candidates
as individuals.”

PJC (2012, 220-10, Parnell et al v. Pby of San Francisco): (1) Decision as to whether a person has departed
from essentials of Reformed faith and polity is made initially by the individual concerned but ultimately
becomes the responsibility of the council in which he or she is a member.

PJC (2): Since 1729...preshyteries have had full authority to determine whether a candidate for ordination
adheres to the necessary and essential tenets of the Reformed faith.

PJC (3): Presbytery did not commit “doctrinal error or abuse of discretion” and the Presbytery acted within its
constitutional authority in making the ordination decision.



PJC (4): The Presbytery acted within its constitutional authority to determine that in this ordination examination
of the Candidate, she did not depart from the necessary and essential tenets of the Reformed faith as understood
by the Presbytery.

PJC (2012, 220-03, Parnell et al v. Pby of San Francisco): Case remanded to Synod to determine constitutional
interpretation of doctrinal issues in scripture and confessions because GAPJC agreed that issues of ordination
extended beyond interpretation of former G-6.0106b.

PJC (2010, 220-01, White v. Session of St. Paul PC): Governing body has responsibility to determine a
candidate’s suitability for ordination; that assessment may be overturned by higher governing body on review
only for “extraordinary reasons.” See also Rankin v. National Capital Phy.

PJC (2010, 219-11, Naegeli et al v Pby of San Francisco): (1) Departures under G-6.0108 (now G-2.0105) are
not the same as waivers under G-14.0450, G-14.0470 through g-14.0474 (now G-2.0610).

PJC (2) The proper time to determine whether a candidate has expressed a departure from G-6.0108 (now G-
2.0105) is at the time of a pby’s examination of the candidate for ordination, not determination of readiness for
examination.

PJC (3) Pby is reponsible for determining whether person has departed from essentials of reformed faith.

PJC (2010, 219-09, Davis v. Pby of San Francisco): (1) Governing body of membership determines whether a
church officer or member has departed from biblical and constitutional standards to find a member guilty of a
disciplinary offense.

PJC (2) PC(USA) does not have a legal code of behavior of a list of “essentials” of reformed faith.

PJC (2010, 219-08, Bierschwale et al v. Twin Cities Area Pby): (1) Non-compliance with ordination standard or
consitutional requirement by someone already ordained may only be addressed in a disciplinary proceeding.

PJC (2) Standards for determining whether departures from essentials are permitted include whether the
departure deviates from the constitutional standards, infringes on the rights and views of others, or obstructs the
constitutional governance of the church.

PJC (2008, 218-10, Bush et al v. Phy of Pittsburgh): (1) Candidate and examining body must follow G-6.0108
[now G-2.0105] in determining whether the candidate has deaprted from essentials of Reformed faith and

polity.
PJC (2) No presbytery may grant an exception to any mandatory church wide behavioral ordination standard.

PJC (3) Violations of behavioral standards must be addressed through repentance and reconciliation. G-6.0108
[now G-2.0105] does not permit disobedience to those behavioral standards.

PJC (4) G-6.0106b [now 2.0104b] may be interpreted by GA and GAPJC bu may only be changed by
constitutional amendment.

PJC (5) Governing bodies have the responsibility to determine whether any “scruples” declared by candidates
constitute serious departures from doctrine or polity.

PJC (6) Governing body resolutions that attempt to restate the Constitution are an obstruction to the ongoing
interpretation and implementation of the Constitution.

PJC (2008, 218-09, Buescher et al v. Pby of Olympia): (1) GA and GAPJC may interpret the constitution, but
may not change the constitution.

PJC (2) No “interpretation” can change mandatory langugage of G-6.0106b [now 2.0104b].

PJC (3) Governing body resolutions that “interpret” or “clarify” the Constitution are themselves an obstruction
to the Constitution.

PJC (4) PJC’s should put rationale in their final decisions.

PJC (2003, 215-5, McKittrick v. West End PC): (1) When challenge to installation is based on presumed guilt
of installee, then disciplinary, not remedial, case is in order.



PJC (2) “We undermine our system of mutual accountability when the proceedings such as ordination or
installation are rushed with the consequence (whether intended or otherwise) that certain remedies become
unavailable.”

PJC (2001, 213-2, Londonderry v. Pby of N.N.E.): (1) In the case of conflicts between constitutional text, it is
the task of councils [former governing bodies] to resolve them to give effect to all provisions.

PJC (2) No governing body or PJC may invalidate a provision of the constitution.

PJC (1999, 211-2, Wier v. Second PC): (1) Since the ordaining and installing governing body best knows the
life and character of the candidate, initial and further inquiry as to compliance with all standards for ordination
and installation belongs to that governing body.

PJC (2) If governing body has reasonable cause for inquiry based on knowledge of the life and character of
candidate, it has the obligation to make inquiry and uphold all standards for ordination and installation.
Consideration for inquiry is to be made soley on an individual basis.

Previous FoG:

GA (2003, 64-65, 320, Item 04-04, Req 03-9): Declined to issue Authoritative Interpretation on Advisory
Opinion; “no further Al needed.”

GA (2003, 64, 327, Item 04-07, Ovt 03-12): Declined to define chastity & repentance; Book of Confessions
already is clear.

GA (2002, 42, 195, Item 03-10, Ovt 02-49): Recommended that Biblical obligation to avoid formal
proceedings applies to actions brought under G-6.0106b.

GA (2002, 42, 198, Item 03-14, CR 02-18): Declared that no PJC or GA has ever issued an Authoritative
Interpretation of the definition of “chastity” as noted in scripture and the Book of Confessions.

GA (2001, 147-148, 2000 Referral, Req. 00-3; 2000, 125, 16.145-.151, Req. 00-3): The response, referred
from the 212th GA, answered several questions about appropriate questions to be asked by a nominating
committee concerning ordination standards.

GA (2000, 62, 417, Ovt. 00-43): Overture requesting a morato