DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR
THESE LIVING WATERS: 

A CATHOLIC-REFORMED AGREEMENT ON BAPTISM

The following study is designed for an intergenerational event, such as a Wednesday night dinner/study time. It could also be used for a Sunday morning church school study and may be adapted for a longer study.
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Preparation:   

Read the entire study, which will take some time, since it is 85 pages long. You will not want to read it all in one sitting. Lord of the Rings it is not. Take notes of pertinent things that may be important to your group.

Review the Reflection/Discussion Questions below and edit them depending upon how much time you have. You may wish to extend the time to include more than just the succinct summaries by having one session devoted to history, for example. You may wish to have other sessions devoted to carefully reading each section of the document and comparing what’s being said.

You may want to ask people beforehand to find out when they were baptized, if they don’t know already. Ask if there are any stories people have around their baptism, and encourage participants to be prepared to share these stories.  

Ask any who can to bring their baptismal certificate.  

Photocopy enough of the following for all:  

· http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/worship/pdfs/common_agreement_baptism.pdf 

· copies of pp. 911–912 of the Book of Common Worship
Arrange to have access to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtVHnsSmrJY available during the event  

Have Bibles available or prepare to project 2 Cor. 3:1–4 on a screen.  

Set up the room so that people can discuss the following questions in small groups of 4–6 people. You will also need a table to display baptismal certificates.  
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Reflection/Discussion:  

In small groups, ask people to reflect upon the following:  

Why is/isn’t baptism important to you?  

When were you baptized? What, if any, stories are there around your baptism? Do you do anything special to remember the anniversary of your baptism?  

Read 2 Cor. 3:1–4. The church that Paul helped found is now asking him for a letter of recommendation. Our baptismal certificate could serve as a letter of recommendation to other Christians, if they would accept it as valid. (Some congregations require baptism in their denomination and/or congregation. We do not.) Do you have your baptismal certificate? Where is it? Do you know how to get it? Have you ever requested the date of someone’s baptism in doing genealogical research? (Recommendation #2)   

Hand out COMMON AGREEMENT ON MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF BAPTISM. Explain that the practice of keeping baptismal records is very important and part of the recommendations for good ecumenical relations. (Recommendation #2)

You may wish to go over the first part of this sheet with the questions within this bracket, or you may focus on the practices by continuing with the questions beneath this set.

Why do you think this agreement stresses that baptism only be conferred once?   What is at stake theologically?  

Baptism is said to be the gateway into the fullness of Christian life. Does this mean that baptized children should be served communion before confirmation? 
The agreement says that “for our baptisms to be mutually recognized, water and the scriptural Trinitarian formula “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19–20) must be used in the baptismal rite.” Do you think this is/is not important? Why or why not?  

The agreement says that “the validity of Baptism depends on its celebration according

to the apostolic witness by the church and its authorized ministers.” Who/what determines the validity of baptism? Why is this important? Or not?

What constitutes “the visible unity” of the church? How does our current inability to commune with Roman Catholic brothers and sisters signify or disrupt the visible unity of the church?   

How does the placement and treatment of the baptismal font indicate that baptism is/is not important to this congregation? (Recommendation #3) 

Have you ever done a reaffirmation of your baptismal vows outside of your own congregation?   If so, did you think about your oneness with other Christians in Christ of all times and places?  (Recommendation #4)

Do you or does a member of your family have a godparent/baptismal sponsor? Do you know anyone who has a godparent/sponsor, or who serves as sponsor/godparent for a member of a Roman Catholic church? What is the role of godparent/sponsor to be in the lives of those being baptized? (Recommendation #5)  

What do you think of recommendation #6? What suggestions would you make in our baptismal practices in order to help families participate more fully in baptismal liturgy?  

Have you ever seen a Roman Catholic participate in part of the worship service on a baptismal day in this church? What effect, if any, do you think that does/would have? (Recommendation #7)  

Starting at time code 2:22, watch the beginning of a Roman Catholic funeral on you tube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtVHnsSmrJY  Why is water being sprinkled on the casket?  What is a pall? Have you ever seen a pall placed over the casket at a funeral? What connection does this have with baptism? How are death and baptism related? Look at the funeral liturgy in our Book of Common Worship, pages 911-12. Before the service begins, the coffin is closed and then the pall is placed over the ashes or coffin. What does the liturgy itself say the pall means with the scripture chosen to accompany the placing of the pall? What is meaningful about this practice? (Recommendations #9 and 10)

Consider this statement: Baptism is into the universal church (i.e. the body of Christ, the communion of saints, the people of God) and is of eternal significance. Do you agree with this? Why or why not? (Affirmation #1)

Why is it important that we live out our baptismal promises in a particular community of faith?  

(Affirmation #3)
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